One: Your Story

You have been a part of starting a movement of God on your campus and in a few
weeks, you will take the important step of hosting a Launch Gathering. Over the next
two sessions you will plan a launch gathering where you will invite your friends to
hear about your InterVarsity community and hear the stories of how God is moving
in and through you! This guide will step you through the process of preparing for
your launch.

To any new believers in your group, welcome to the family of faith! We consider this
a team effort. Welcome to the team! We believe that every believer is adopted into
God’s family and invited to be a witness and a host. This pattern of witnessing and
starting new Encounter Groups will be at the heart of your community. Today, we
would like to focus on the family of God.

(Refer to separate scripture sheet)

Here we have story about a man that has been blind since birth (imagine the hard-

ships that caused) who encounters Jesus. Jesus miraculously heals the man’s sight,
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is. But the more people ask, and the more he explains, the more passion and clarity

arises about Jesus. By the end of the chapter, he sees and worships Jesus fully. He is
transformed as he tells his story. We hope this is true for all of us. We need to tell our

story for our own good and our friends need to hear our stories!

DISCUSS.
First, read the passage aloud. » This man has a series of very intense experiences in



If you are a new believer, please tell the story of how you decided to follow Jesus. If you have been
following Jesus for a while and have recently joined InterVarsity, tell a story of how Jesus has shaped
you this semester. If you are the student planter(s), please tell the story of how Jesus lead you to plant

this new campus.

BEFORE
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who had been blind. ** Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the

man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
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